Firstly, thanks to Biyi, last year’s President, and the wider main
committee for welcoming me to the role of President of the Thames
Valley Society of Chartered Accountants (“TVSCA”) for the second time.
It is both a privilege and a pleasure to be this year’s President.

| would also like to introduce you to Bindi Palmer, my Deputy President,
who is Head of Audit Growth - UK South at Xeinadin a leading provider
of accountancy services and business advice.

Finally, | am delighted that Biyi will be the new Vice-President, so still
very much on the team.

Why do this? TVSCA is here for two reasons.

Firstly, as a forum for Chartered Accountants to meet, network and
build bonds and friendships with each other.

| have learnt, sometimes the hard way, that two or more minds are
better than one in problem solving. | value my friendships and the
contacts that | have in the Thames Valley and around the country
through my involvement in TVSCA over the past few years. Indeed, |
wish | had got involved sooner after qualifying in 1987. | (and my
Committee) would, in particular, like to hear from our students and
younger members. TVSCA is rich in diversity and experience and the
more we can act as a catalyst to encourage local members to engage



with each other the better for all. There is a wealth of experience
available in the Society to be tapped into and benefited from.

Secondly, to provide the valuable insight that those of us who are lucky
enough to live and work in the Thames Valley can provide both at local
and national level. In this respect |, personally, value very highly the
opportunities that involvement in TVSCA have given me to meet and
hear from other professionals living in the same area albeit working in
different industries and in practice.

In particular, the work undertaken by last year's President Biyi Oloko,
Keith Arundale and Michael Cooper OBE in establishing the Reading
Tech cluster which brings together industry and academia to promote
the development of IT in the Thames Valley area is precisely the kind of
work that Chartered Accountants should be actively involved in to help
the region to prosper in the years ahead.

Our close relationship with ICAEW continues to afford opportunities to
attend and contribute to more strategic forums involving the institute
and other national bodies such as the Bank of England. | appreciate the

experience of being part of such forums.

| would therefore strongly recommend that anybody with interest in
anything | have said to get in touch.

With my very best wishes for 2025/26.

lan Blelloch

Thames Valley Society of Chartered Accountants President



